Rummaging in the Week for God

This midweek bible study is designed to help you ‘rummage’ in the week for God. Much like a drawer of random bits and pieces, so we will rummage to find God in our week, knowing that the drawer always reveals
something useful, something treasured and more often than not, something unexpected.

Opening Prayer

God of hope, in you we see a life that never dies.
In a world filled with suffering and uncertainty may we never give in to despair,
but rest in you our resurrection and our life.
Fill us afresh with your Spirit that you may always be honoured and glorified in your
scattered church and your gathered church. Amen

Song
Scripture

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6B_kCo6v50

This is the air I breathe

John 16:12-15

Reflection: Learne
We have before us tonight a passage that is a very small part of a much longer passage that is known as the Final Discourse - the words that Jesus spoke to his disciples as a kind of final farewell. (Some commentators attribute the words
not to Jesus but to John, however I choose to stand with scholars such as D.A.Carson and attribute them to Jesus. Not
least because this kind of discourse is well known in Jewish tradition where the dying (or leaving) person speaks to
their loved ones gathered around). Jesus is speaking words of encouragement as he speaks to literally “put courage
into” them as he has told them he is leaving and he has foreshadowed his betrayal and death. They are saddened and
confused and even misunderstanding still. In that space of grief he promises the Holy Spirit and in tonight’s passage
two descriptive phrases are “the Spirit of truth’ and that the Spirit “will glorify” Jesus.
People often say that if you want to know what the God of the Christian faith is like they simply need to look at Jesus
for he is the self revelation of God – he is God made flesh. Jesus declares that the Holy Spirit will continue that work of
revelation.
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Jesus himself has claimed “I am the truth” and the Spirit of Truth will speak and reveal more of who the person of Jesus
truly is. After the events that Jesus has foreshadowed take place the disciples go from deserting and fleeing (Mark
14:50) to speaking ‘the word of God boldly’ (Acts 4:31). Between those two moments are the resurrection, the ascension (or departure) of Jesus and the pouring out of the Spirit ten days later. As the Holy Spirit filled the disciples they
spoke differently and acted differently. If you read some of the sermons from the book of Acts you see that the truth
of the revealing of Jesus’ identity is the central core of their speaking. So it is also true that as we are filled by the Spirit
of truth we will get to better know the One who is truth. D.A. Carson puts it this way when he speaks of the scriptures
enlivened by the Spirit of God - “...as God’s truth is truly absorbed by believers it transforms them, enabling them to
reflect the Lord’s glory and thereby bring praise to his name”.
Let’s never be ashamed of being hungry for more of Jesus in our lives and seek the work of the Holy Spirit.

Questions for
Reflection





Song

Consider what things you could do in your life to help you learn more about who
Jesus is.
Look back over your day and ask yourself where could I have asked for the Holy
Spirit’s help? What difference might it have made?
Consider starting your day with the following prayer for a week or month and
then look back and see in what ways you think God was glorified.
“Lord I need you – fill me again today with your Spirit”

Spend some time in prayer while you listen to the following
song:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vBy_3dwqADg&list=PLUmTiGOxKUOh7OvunFV41QyRCPiZsMfi&index=2

God I look to You

Closing Prayer

Lord, tomorrow is Ascension Day where we remember that after your resurrection to
life you left that you might send the Spirit to be our comforter and teacher.
We ask that we might continue to be strengthened by your Spirit that we might live
out your truth and life so the world around us might come to know you more, to the
glory of your name, Amen.
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