Home prayers

10 May 2020
2 Chronicles 20: 1-30
John 14:1-6

We realize life is a bit different for all of us right now but nonetheless we worship a God who stays the same through
every age and season, and is our constant guide. So, like the first disciples we are imagining church in a new way and
invite you to ‘worship through’ the following liturgy on your own or with your family this Sunday 10 May at 10am, from
your home. Get yourself a cup of tea and join the community in spirit as we worship from our homes, but with one
voice and with one heart!

’

!

From Becs: Today it is Mother’s Day. We acknowledge the mothers in our lives. Biological mothers, surrogate mothers,
foster mothers, women who were mums to us in some special way. For all of them we give thanks! We appreciate that
some of you may be apart from your mum during the lockdown, and this may be hard. We pray that today might be a
day of comfort and joy as you remember your mum, and hope that you can connect with them in some way. For those
of you who have lost your mum, we give thanks for their life and we pray for God’s peace to be with you today.

Opening Prayer

Song

Lord of the journey, may we be aware in these moments, of the great company,
past, present and to come, with whom we join to worship you.
With your Spirit uniting us may we look for a time, and work for the day
when there will be joy at sunrise and peace at sunset for all,
in the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.
For thou O Lord art high above all the earth,
Thou art exalted far above all Gods
For thou O Lord art high above all the earth,
Thou art exalted far above all Gods
I exalt thee, I exalt thee, I exalt thee O Lord,
I exalt thee, I exalt thee, I exalt thee O Lord,

Confession &
Absolution

“As far as the east is from the west so far has God removed our sins from us”
Psalm 13:12
We confess our need for forgiveness, our need for the ability to forgive others and our
need to live graciously. We confess our need for hope, our need to let go of the hurts
of the past, and the fears of the future. Forgive us Lord.
God forgives us and brings us peace.

Song
Scriptures

Be still and know that I am God
I am the Lord, that healeth thee
In thee, O Lord, I put my trust

(x3)
(x3)
(x3)

2 Chronicles 20: 1-30
John 14: 1-6

If you are in need of support (prayer or otherwise) please contact us:
Rev. Learne 021 984 002 or office@northwestanglican.org.nz

Reflection: From Val
Are we moving into level 2 this week? Is there light at the end of the tunnel or is it a train coming?! The question that
seems to be most frequently asked is 'What's next?' A prophetic word (or message from God that speaks into people's
current circumstances) can be encouraging and really helpful when we're trying to work out what to do next. That's
what happened for Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles ch.20 when a vast army was coming against the people of Judah. In a
state of alarm, the King and his people determined to "seek help from the Lord". Together they praised their mighty
God; they remembered the wonderful things that the Lord had done in the past; they trusted His promises; and declared that they would watch for the Lord's next move - "We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you." I believe that they created an atmosphere of worship; a place where the focus is on God, not ourselves or our circumstances, a place where the Lord is glorified, and there is connection between heaven and earth. Then, as they stood
waiting in God's presence, the Holy Spirit enabled Jahaziel to speak out God's specific plan. It's interesting that this
man wasn't known as a prophet - he came from a line of singers and Priests. Yes, the Lord can speak through anyone,
anywhere, as He chooses! The result was a great victory that the Lord won for them without any of them having to
fight. As we leave a season of lockdown and prepare to move forward, I'm sure we'll celebrate and catch up with some
people and things we've missed out on. Right now, in this transition time it might be strategic to pause and praise and
listen for what the Lord's plan for us may be. Is it back to the same old, usual way of living and being? Or is there something else? Let's take Jehoshaphat's stance of praising and watching. Let's listen for God's voice as the atmosphere
shifts.

Intercessions

Pray your own prayers guided by each section below:
Eternal and ever-loving God, we believe that our worship draws us to you and toward our
neighbours and we lift up our prayers to you today…..






We pray for peace and healing in our torn and troubled world
We pray for the church as they are scattered
We pray for the ministry and mission of Northwest Anglican
We pray for others – the sick, the lost, the lonely
We pray for our own needs.

Now to God who is able to do immeasurably more
than all we can ask or conceive,
by the power which is at work among us,
be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all ages. Amen.

Questions to ponder

Closing Prayer

 Remember times when God’s promises have been fulfilled in your life and give

thanks to God.
 What is on your mind that you should “seek help from the Lord” on?
 Take a moment to ask God what he may be calling you to do and be in this coming
new season.
 Does God want you to return to life as usual (in level 2) or is he asking you to change
in some way?
God of our futures;
you go ahead of us to prepare a place for us.
Help us put our trust in you;
in this life, may we be freed from our fears;
and, in the life to come,
know you face to face.
Help us to keep our hearts and mouths turning to you in praise,
in Jesus name we pray. Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all. Amen.

If you are in need of support (prayer or otherwise) please contact us:
Rev. Learne 021 984 002 or office@northwestanglican.org.nz

