Home prayers

24 May 2020
Acts 1:6-14

We realize life is a bit different for all of us right now but nonetheless we worship a God who stays the same through
every age and season, and is our constant guide. So, like the first disciples we are imagining church in a new way and
invite you to ‘worship through’ the following liturgy on your own or with your family this Sunday 24 May at 10am, from
your home. Get yourself a cup of tea and join the community in spirit as we worship from our homes, but with one
voice and with one heart!

Worship at its best is a journey to an encounter with God.
Opening Prayer

Confession

Almighty God,
your ascended Son has sent us into the world
to preach the good news of your kingdom:
inspire us with your Spirit
and fill our hearts with the fire of your love,
that all who hear your Word
may be drawn to you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
God of healing,
God of wholeness,
We offer to you this day, our sins, our failings, our brokenness.
Let us take a moment to bring to mind those things that we have said and done that
have separated us from God.

Absolution

Song
Scriptures

May the God of love bring us back to himself,
Forgive us our sins,
And assure us of his eternal love
In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Wairua Tapu, Kuhu Mai
Nau mai ki konei
Wairua Tapu Arahia
Korero mai ano

Holy Spirit, welcome
You are welcome here
Guide us, Holy Spirit
Speak to us again

Acts 1:6-14

If you are in need of support (prayer or otherwise) please contact us:
Rev. Learne 021 984 002 or office@northwestanglican.org.nz

Reflection: From Jeremy
The Book of Acts (also known as Acts of the Apostles) is an incredibly helpful book as it describes the life of the early
church. This gives us a lot to think about in relation to how we function as church today. But often the early church is
seen as the hero, the main character, of the book. Or, we see people like Peter and Paul as the key figures, and sure,
they are central to the story. But the real hero, THE main character, is not the early church or its well-known leaders.
The main character is the Holy Spirit. Some scholars argue that the book should be called Acts of the Holy Spirit, for it is
God in whom we all “live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28), and it is by the Spirit that these ragamuffin disciples are empowered to change the course of history as they are baptised (immersed) in the Spirit, transformed by the
Spirit, and compelled by the Spirit.
This section of Acts of the Holy Spirit serves as an introduction, giving us clues to what is about to happen in the following chapters. The Holy Spirit will come on the disciples and drench them in his presence (1:5) (and the whole book will
reveal what life is like drenched in the Spirit), and then the sent Holy Spirit will send these unlikely and unprepared
people out to all the earth with the love of God to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom of Jesus (1:7-8). Here is
some good news for us. The Spirit will baptise us (and has for many of us already), and the Spirit will transform us, give
us boldness, and empower us to be part of the Jesus revolution of reconciliation of this world with God, no matter who
we are or how much we do or don’t understand Jesus’ life and teaching. In verse 6 the disciples ask Jesus a question
that shows they’d missed the point of his message which is for all people, and reduced it down to be just for some people. But the Holy Spirit still used them anyway, and the Spirit will still act through you and me – his ragamuffin disciples
of 2020, if we wait on God to move in our lives, and let God compel us by the love of Jesus.

Questions to Ponder

1.

2.

Intercessions

Response Activity

Closing Prayer

With the ascension of our Lord described in this passage the disciples now
waited for the promise….read the surrounding passages to see what they did
while they waited and ask yourself what might I have done during that time?
Think and pray about an area of life that the Spirit of Jesus might be seeking
to act in through your life.

Draw a picture of a tree with branches stretching
out (don’t worry if it a simple stick drawing!) Each
branch will represent a section to pray for (e.g. The
world, our church, those who are sick, New Zealand,
people who have lost family members to covid19
etc). Beyond each large branch you might like to
have smaller branches that may have specific issues
or names of people you would like to pray for.
Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer.

Write down some ways you might want to prepare to celebrate Pentecost Sunday next
week e.g. You might like to write out or print this prayer and put it somewhere so you
can remember to pray it everyday - “Lord I need you – fill me again today with your
Spirit”.
Jesus Christ, you left your disciples,
only that you might send the Holy Spirit to be our advocate.
Grant us the Spirit of truth
to convince the world
that you are risen from the dead. Amen.

If you are in need of support (prayer or otherwise) please contact us:
Rev. Learne 021 984 002 or office@northwestanglican.org.nz

