21 June 2020

Home prayers

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17
Matthew 6:25-34

I was in the car when I heard the dreaded words…the run of no Covid19 cases in NZ has ended and we now have two
confirmed cases. My body immediately tensed. This reaction has I am sure come to all of us at some point when we
have heard bad news. How does our trust in a God who is faithful assist in those times?

Opening Prayer

Confession &
Absolution

Almighty God,
your ascended Son has sent us into the world
to preach the good news of your kingdom:
inspire us with your Spirit
and fill our hearts with the fire of your love,
that all who hear your Word
may be drawn to you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
God of healing,
God of wholeness,
We offer to you this day, our sins, our failings, our brokenness.
Let us take a moment to bring to mind those things that we have said and done that
have separated us from God.
May the God of love bring us back to himself,
Forgive us our sins,
And assure us of his eternal love
In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song
Scriptures

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me
Spirit of the living God Fall afresh on me
Fill me anew, fill me anew,
Spirit of the Lord, Fall afresh on me.
2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 and Matthew 6:25-34

If you are in need of support (prayer or otherwise) please contact us:
Rev. Learne 021 984 002 or office@northwestanglican.org.nz

Reflection: From Learne
The words of both our Lord Jesus and the apostle Paul can encourage us and inspire us today. As Paul wrote to the
Christians in the church at Thessalonica he encourages them to stand firm in the truths that they were taught. He reminds them that they were ‘beloved by God’; ‘chosen by God’; ‘called by God’; into the salvation they received. Our
Lord Jesus tells us ‘you are worth more than the sparrows that God feeds” and in the same way that God lavishes the
landscape with goodness, God also cares for you because that is God’s nature.
Our God is trustworthy and faithful and good. Our God knows our needs. Our God knows what our world is going
through. Your God knows what you are going through – and loves you and cares for you in the midst of it. We know
the goodness and faithfulness of God – we celebrate it every Christmas and Easter and Pentecost. Actually we celebrate it every time we gather around the Lord’s Table where we join with God-followers down through the ages, who
despite the tough stuff happening around us gather and say The Lord is Here – God’s Spirit is with us. It is because of
who God is that we can as Eugene Peterson translates it…”So, friends, take a firm stand, feet on the ground and head
high. Keep a tight grip on what you were taught…”

Questions to Ponder





Response Activity





Intercessions

Do you have a go to space to meet with God when you hear hard news or when
you are sad/anxious or distressed?
List the aspects of God’s qualities you can identify in today’s passages and consider how you could utilise those things when times are tough.
How might you share the good qualities of God with others?
Consider again this verse - …”So, friends, take a firm stand, feet on the ground and
head high. Keep a tight grip on what you were taught…”
Maybe draw a picture of you living out this verse while life swirls around you.
What things will you draw that can remind you of the goodness and faithful loving
presence of your God.

God is the ultimate COMPLETER and FINISHER

… he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6)
This description of God is a modern-take on the above verse, often used to describe
particular individuals and their skill and role within a team. Look up some definitions
of ‘completer-finisher’ and jot down some of the phrases used to define this that
particularly resonate with who God is. Then use this characteristic, and accompanying words and phrases to help inspire your prayers for situations that seem entrenched – praying for movement and positive resolution; whether this comes now,
or at the restoration of all things.

Closing Prayer

God, you never change, you are always here.
When we are lonely or scared or helpless You watch over us.
Hear us when we cry out to you.
Help us to always depend on your faithfulness and stand firm when things get tough.
In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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